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Parent Action Plan: 11th Grade 
Junior year usually marks a turning point. This is because for most students and families, it’s when college 

planning activities kick into high gear. Here are some things you can do this year to support your child and 

give him or her the best options. 

Download/print this checklist 

Summer 

• Get the facts about what college costs. You may be surprised by how affordable higher education can be. 
Start by reading Understanding College Costs.

• Explore financial aid options. These include grants and scholarships, loans, and work-study programs that 

can help pay for college costs. Find out more about how financial aid can make college affordable. 

• Fall

• Make sure your child meets with the school counselor. This meeting is especially important this year as 
your 11th-grader starts to engage in the college application process. Learn more about the counselor's 
role in applying to college.
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